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Ulu Kalumpang-Wullersdorf 
Sustainable Forest Management Project

Forest Restoration in Sg. Mantri (Southeast Ulu Kalumpang FR)
The work to restore the encroached 
forest area was temporarily stopped in 
2010.  The stopping of the restoration 
activities within this area was ordered 
by the management of SFD in order to 
concentrate fully on the implementation 
of maintenance of planted seedlings.  
The awarded contractor; Syarikat 
Pertanian Kondowoi Pemborong Am, 
was given full responsibility to implement 
the maintenance of approximately 350 
hectares of planted area.  The overall 
growth and survival rate of the planted 
trees in 2008 and 2009 was reasonably 
good, with only 20-30% mortality 
recorded.  Dead or stunted trees were 
replaced during the maintenance activities 
which were carried out 3 times through the 
year. Fertilizing the planted seedlings was 
done during the maintenance activities in 
order to enhance the growth performance 
of the planted trees.

(L–R) Seraya tree (Shorea sp.), planted under poisoned oil palm tree; Bayur tree (Pterospermum sp.), planted since 2008; and Eucalyptus grandis 
planted  in open area since 2009.  Competitive with “rumput gajah”, one of the pioneer plants after opening of oil palm area.

(L–R) Seedlings are ready for replacing dead seedlings; Ketapang tree (Terminallia sp.) are being raised in nursery, ready to be planted in opened 
areas; and line planting after maintenance.

Map of project area in the Ulu Kalumpang FR.

Restoration Activities in Sg. Mantri, Ulu Kalumpang FR
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Sabah Development Corridor (SDC) Project in Ulu 
Kalumpang

A total of RM3.8million 
was allocated from SDC 
funds to cover some of 
the expenditure for the 
planned activities for 2009 

and 2010.  This includes rehabilitation of 600 hectares of the 
encroached area in the Cenderamata Landau division of Ulu 
Kalumpang Forest Reserve, construction of an ‘Irish’ bridge 
across Sungai Mantri, and the construction of another Forest 
Checking Station at Kalumpang Forest Reserve 
VJR107D (Sapang). The implementation of forest 
restoration in the Cenderamata Landau Division 
started on 2nd December 2009 and was completed 
on the 19th November 2010.  Ecotend Sdn. Bhd. 
was appointed as the contractor to implement the 
restoration programme.  Activities included in the 
programme were destroying of the illegally planted 
oil palm, planting healthy and selected species of 
trees and also maintaining the road access within 
the restoration area.  
 Planting activities started on 15th April 2010 
and was completed on the 22nd October 2010; it 
took approximately six months to complete the job 
due to some constraints such as erratic weather 
(drought season) and accessibility. The main 
constraint was disturbances by the former settlers 
by attacking the contractors on the 1st January 
2010 and doing a peaceful demonstration on the 
27th February 2010.

No.
Planted 
seedling

Numbers Hectarage Percentage

1. Laran 2,050 7.40 1.23

2. Bayur 69,271 250.00 41.68

3. Angsana 4,950 17.80 2.98

4. Binuang  89,928 324.80 54.11

Total 166,199 600

Planted tree species in Cenderamata Landau area, Ulu Kalumpang 
FR for the year 2010 (Sabah Development Corridor)

Removing of illegally planted oil palm and cocoa – (L–R) Excavator was used to destroy the oil palm; clearing the cocoa area; and another 
alternative method to destroy the oil palm using chainsaws.

Restoration activities – (L) Planting of Bayur seedling; and (R) planting of Laran seedling.

SDC’s project site in Cenderamata Landau (West Ulu Kalumpang FR).
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Restoration activities – (L) Circle weeding; and (R) maintenance of planted seedlings.

Restoration activities – (L–R) Binuang, Angsana, Laran and Bayur.

Construction of Sg. Mantri's Bridge – (L–R) Early stages of the construction to the the final completion of the bridge.

Forest Checking Station at Kalumpang FR VJR107D–Sapang – Early stage construction to the final completion of the Forest Checking 
Station.
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Visitors to Ulu Kalumpang-Wullersdorf SFM Project
In the year 2010, a number of SFD visitors came to visit the 
project area which included the Project Operational Committee 
Chairman, Deputy Director Fidelis Edwin Bajau and team, 
while doing the field inspection on several other development 
activities within the project area.
 On the 11th March 2010, a team of Head(PPA) headed 
by Mr. Kinus Mais came to inspect the development project 
within the area. He was accompanied by representative 
from FSP Division Miss Michelle Yap who is in charge of the 
SDC projects. On the 22nd of June, 2010, a team from the 
management of FMU 25 Trusmadi Conservation Area headed 
by Mr. Anuar Mohamad, came to visit the project area.  They 
came to study the feasibility and to adapt the procedures and 
steps on how to restore or rehabilitate encroached areas 

(L) Destroying illegally planted oil palm in Kalumpang FR VJR107C (Mt. Forbes & Mt. Sangster); and (R) view of destroyed area.

(L) Destroying the illegally planted palm oil trees and (R) field staff showing where the previously illegally planted oil palm area.

Clearing of illegal Oil Palm and Cocoa within project area
The department through the awarded contractor had also cleared another 1,379 hectares of illegally planted oil palm at Kalumpang 
Forest Reserve VJR107C (Mount Sangster & Mount Forbes-300 hectares) and Ulu Kalumpang Forest Reserve (Sg. Mantri and 
Landau -1,079 hectares), which costs RM1, 053,400.00.  
 Since the beginning of this work in 2008, a total of 3,224 hectares of illegally planted oil palm, cocoa and other crops had been 
destroyed (Refer Table 26.2).  A total of 950 hectares were restored and planted with indigenous and selected tree species. The 
balance area will be restored phase by phase during the Tenth Malaysia Plan within the years 2011-2015.

Table 26.2: Clearing of illegally planted oil palm within the project area

No.
Hectarage 

(ha)
Forest Reserve Contractors Funded by;

1. 600 Cenderamata Landau, Ulu Kalumpang Forest Reserve Ecotend S/B Sabah Development Corridor

2. 629 Landau and North of Ulu Kalumpang Forest Reserve Ecotend S/B Ninth Malaysia Plan-State Budget

3. 300
Kalumpang Forest Rerserve VJR107C 
(Mt. Forbes & Mt. Sangster)

Hormat Jadi S/B Special Fund-Agroforestry 

4. 450 Sg. Mantri, Ulu Kalumpang Forest Reserve
Pertanian 
Kondowoi 
Pemborong AM

Special Fund-Agroforestry

especially ex-oil palm areas and also exchanged ideas on the 
best practices to manage the planted area and the way to 
estimate the mortality rate of the planted seedlings based on 
the randomised 100m x 100m plots.
 On the 13th December 2010, the Director of Forestry, Datuk 
Sam Mannan, visited the restoration area at Cenderamata 
Landau and Sg. Mantri in Ulu Kalumpang Forest Reserve, 
Forest Checking Station (FCS) Sapang in Kalumpang 
VJR107D (Sapang) and cleared areas (ex-oil palm area) at 
Kalumpang Forest Reserve VJR107C (Mt Sangster & Mt 
Forbes).  During the visit, the Director officiated Sg. Mantri 
Bridge and FCS Sapang which were funded by the SDC 
Funds, and also FCS Landau which was funded under the 
Ninth Malaysia Plan (State Fund). 
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No. Agencies Date Objectives

1. Project Management and General Services Division, 
Sabah Forestry Department

11th Mar Inspection of project under the Ninth Malaysia Plan

2. Team of FMU25 Trusmadi Conservation Area, 
Keningau. Sabah Forestry Department

22nd June Study tour

3. Director of Forestry and team 13th – 14th 
Dec 

Field Inspection and officiated the Sg. Mantri Bridge and two units 
of Forest Checking Station within the project area.

Table 25.3 : Visitors to Ulu Kalumpang

Visit by Project Management and General Services Division, SFD – (L–R) Officers and staff of General Services Division and Ulu 
Kalumpang-Wullersdorf Project; briefing by the DFO Kunak over the 9th Malaysia Project; and visit to the Sg. Mantri Bridge at Ulu Kalumpang.

Field visit by the FMU 25 team of Trus Madi Conservation Area, SFD – (L–R) At the Forest Checking Station in Sg. Mantri, Ulu Kalumpang 
FR; and briefing on activities within the area by the Head Post, Mr. Muzri Majalin.

Field visit by the Director of Forestry and his team – (L–R) Visited the management trial at Sg. Mantri Restoration Area, Ulu Kalumpang FR; 
the nursery site; and the planted area under poisoned oil palm within Block A of Sg. Mantri Restoration Area.

Field visit by Director of Forestry and his team – (L–R) Inspection of the Sg. Mantri Bridge, officiated the opening of the Sg. Mantri Bridge; 
and officiating the Sg. Mantri Forest Checking Station.
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(L–R) Datuk Sam visited the Landau Restoration Area; officiated the Landau Forest Checking Station; and accepting a souvenir from the MCEE 
Officer of Tawau.

(L–R) Deputy Director (Dev) accepting a souvenir from the MCEE Officer of Tawau; and group photo of the visit.

Cost Analysis
The actual costs of maintaining all forest management 
activities of this Project for 2010 was RM 7,656,316.51 
(excluding salaries and fuel consumption which were paid 
by the SFD Headquarters).  The approved allocation was 
RM 2,618,934 million from the State Government under the 
Ninth Malaysia Plan, RM3.8 million from Sabah Development 
Corridor Funds and RM1,710,000 from the Agroforestry Fund 
(This special fund was specifically for funding the clearing of 
the illegally planted oil palm within the project area).

Particular RM

Restoration Program (950 hectares) 2,762,625.00

Forest Protection (Enforcement activities) 73,817.45

Admin Expenses (Field & Office Equipments) 74,035.80

Gen Set and Vehicles parts/services and maintenance 75,025.95

Work on destroying illegally planted oil palms (1,979 hectares) 3,553,400.00

Implementation and Supervision of AWP 2010 386,579.57

Physical Developments
(Building Maintenance, Forest Checking Station at Sapang and Sg. Mantri 
Bridge)

642,461.70

FMP Development 88,371.04

Table 26.4 : Tabulated Expenditure In 2010

Note : Diesel, Petrol and Salaries are not funded under the allocated 
amount for this project.  The expenses are under SFD headquarters.

Chart of expenditure by percentage in 2010.
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Table 26.5 : Summarized Achievement Of All Activities In 2010

What was achieved in 2010?
The table below shows the summarized achievement of all activities for this project in 2010.

No. Activities Achievements

Forest Operations

1. Air surveillance 6 times (30 hours and 55 minutes)

2. Installation of forest reserve signboards 100 yellow plates

3. Forest offences 1. Three cases
2. One unit of Double-Cab SD5220D was seized
3. One unit of tractor was seized
4. 6 OYDS accused 
5. 168 bar logs seized

4. Road maintenance Maintenance and construction of connecting road within planted area

5. Construction of Forest Checking Station (FCS) at Kalumpang Forest Reserve 
VJR107D (Sapang)

Funded by the SDC.  The station is used to prevent new encroachments into the 
reserve.

Forest Restoration

6. Encroachment Areas–Sg. Mantri, Ulu Kalumpang Forest Reserve
• Planted area for 2008
• Planted area for 2009
• Part of Sg.Mantri, area adjacent to Sime Darby plantation area part of Datuk 
William Chiuh area

Circle weeding + fertilizing, 175 hectares.
Circle weeding + fertilizing, 175 hectares.
Destroyed illegally planted oil palm, 450 hectares

7. Encroachment Area–Cenderamata Landau, Ulu Kalumpang Forest Reserve
• Cenderamata Landau Area
• Landau and part of North Ulu Kalumpang Forest Reserve

Destroyed illegally planted oil palm +restored+maintenance & fertilizing, 600 hectares.
Destroyed illegally planted oil palm, 629 hectares

Maintenance And Demarcation Of FR Boundary

8. Kalumpang FR VJR107C (Mt. Forbes & Mt. Sangster) Survey and demarcated by the awarded contractor.

9. Mt.  Wullersdorf Forest Reserve Maintenance of the reserve boundary was done by the SFD staff and officers.  
Discovered approximately 130 hectares illegal oil palm within the reserve.  The work to 
confirm the illegal oil palms within the reserve will be continued in the next Malaysian 
Plan.

Expenditure

10. Overall expenditure, RM2,618,934.00 (Vot D11 025 Ulu Kalumpang-
Wullersdorf SFM Project), State Fund (RMK9)

99% percent spent up to the end of December 2010

Table 26.6: Overall achievement within the Ninth Malaysia Plan (2006-2010)

No. Activities Hectarage (ha)

Restored area

1.
2.

Sg, Mantri
Cenderamata Landau

350
600

Total 950

Destroyed illegally planted oil palm

1.
2.

Ulu Kalumpang Forest Reserve
Kalumpang FR VJR107C (Mt. Forbes & Mt. Sangster)

2,924
300

Total 3,224
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29th December 2009
I received a phone call from the staff on duty (Majid Patiroi and Jumantan) that 
there was an argument and quarrel between them and 5 illegal settlers headed by 
a person named Didi. They refused to allow their oil palm trees to be destroyed 
at that time. With a gabby tone, those illegal settlers spoke: "You call your officer 
here; you will not and never uproot and destroy our oil palm trees". Fortunately, no 
violence happened at that time.
 I informed Tawau MCEE Officer about the matter and he proposed that police 
assistance be sought. I contacted the Tawau Chief of Police regarding the matter, 
and his deputy Supt. Imran  agreed to provide assistance of protection as many 
as four armed policemen. I also contacted my staff on duty that day, not to destroy 
oil palm trees belonging to Didi yet, so as to avoid clashes between those illegal 
settlers and our staff on duty. I instructed my staff to wait for our arrival in a joint 
operation together with our forestry staff (including MCEE officer) and the armed 
policemen.

30th December 2009
Our Forestry Team as well as four members of the police went up to the felling area 
in Ulu Kalumpang FR and arrived approximately at about 11.30 am. We found no 
presence of those illegal settlers. According to our staff (Majid Patiroi), they had 
come out on the afternoon of 29.12.2009.
 We raided a house in the felling area. The house was empty, but we found 
some items such as pots, some food items and also found a homemade rifle 
butt, and two bullet shells. The house was demolished on the instruction of 
MCEE Tawau Officer and felling work of the oil palm trees continued without any 
interruption. MCEE Officer and I patrolled the Cenderamata Landau area as well, 
and then spent the night at the main camp to ensure overall safety and decided to 
seek support of the OCPD to place police in the area on a regular basis.

31st December 2009
The MCEE officer and I went to Tawau to meet the Tawau OCPD to discuss about 
permanent police assistance in the Landau area. Unfortunately, the officer was not 
in the office until the end of office hours and the matter could not be discussed.

1st January 2010
About 11.30 am, I received an alarming phone call from my staff (Majid Patiroi). 
He told me that a Nissan Frontier (white colour) sped through our Main Gate 
without stopping. The vehicle was full of people and it was driven by someone 
who was known to them; it was one of the illegal settlers who quarrelled with them 
on 29.12.2009.
 I informed Tawau MCEE about this encounter and we rushed up to 
Cenderamata Landau, accompanied by four of our staff. On our way to 
Cenderamata Landau, I was informed by the staff on duty that the illegal settlers 
caused chaos by shooting at the contractor's machinery that was used in felling the 
illegal oil palm trees within the Forest Reserve.
 Chaos and violence committed by the illegal settlers at that time are as 
follows: 1. A shot at the excavator which nearly killed but missed the operator, 
2. The keys to the machinery and lorry were taken, 3. Bags in the lorry owned by 
the contractor supervisor was taken, 4. Lorry tires punctured by stabbing, and 5. 
Cursing and threatening to kill the contractor’s workers who were working at that 
time.  The distance to the felling area is approximately 6 KM away from the main 
camp and the staff on duty were informed concerning the matter through SMS 
messages sent by the contractor’s workers who were present at that time.
The group of illegal settlers stopped briefly at the main camp and returned the 
keys of the machineries that they had taken. They were angry with our staff (Majid 
Patiroi), but fortunately no violence was committed against him. At the same time, 
I contacted Majid to try to prevent them from escaping, but in panic they frantically 
ran out of the area.
 The situation was chaotic and we were determined to capture the group of 
illegal settlers. I managed to ask the Sabah Softwood Sdn Bhd (SSSB) Brumas 
gate to check on their vehicle log book entries, but unfortunately the vehicle which 
was used by the illegal settlers was not recorded, meaning they did not go through 
this gate. I then examined other SSSB gates where they were likely to come out. 
Meanwhile MCEE Tawau and staff guarded the SSSB Main Gate, in case they 
came out through that path.
 The staff from Gate SSSB Brumas informed us that there was no such vehicle 
that had gone through their gate, and therefore we went to camp with the intention 
to arrest their leader, Suratmin Bin Jais and four others as they had entered pass 
through our Forestry Gate. This group got permission from our staff on duty to 
enter as they claimed that they entered with good intention to take their belonging 

still in the reserve. This group had talked and discussed with the Chief Ops Sadang 
who happened to be there at that time.
 About 7 Km from Brumas Gate, we came across the group of illegal settlers 
who made the disturbance earlier, with the same vehicle that had been reported. 
We were determined to detain them, even if they tried to flee. Their vehicle was 
stopped successfully. They came out from their vehicle with the intention to fight, 
as one or two of those illegal settlers came out with a machete in hand.  It was a 
very tense moment, everyone was shouting, and pushing. Even with the entire 
ruckus, they still would not admit to the crimes they committed on the contractor’s 
workers in the Forest Reserve.  Officers and the staff present at that time were 
Zulkifli Suara, Eddie Bungkoris, Zainal Othman, Hussein Hanafiah, Michael Juin, 
Jany Sahak, Jumantan, Abd Mumin, Mohamad Bin Jaafar and myself.
Not long after, a police vehicle driven by Sarjan Major Basir (OCS Bombalai) went 
past us. He saw the entire ruckus happening at that moment, and he tried to defuse 
the situation. We explained to SM Basir about our attempt to detain the illegal 
settlers. Eventually the illegal settlers agreed to be taken to Bombalai police station.
 We, together with the illegal settlers, were taken to the Bombalai police station. 
Their vehicle was brought and driven by our forestry staff to the police station. Upon 
arrival at the Bombalai police station, I contacted my staff at the camp to bring the 
contractor’s workers who were hurt by violence, to be the witnesses because the 
settlers would not admit their evil acts. Inspector Hafiz from the IPD Tawau Crime 
Investigation unit also came to hear statements from both sides.
 Unfortunately, after that, I received information that the government vehicles 
carrying the witnesses were involved in an accident due to a front tire burst. No 
serious injuries occured, although one of the contractor’s workers had a broken 
arm. Support vehicles were sent to bring them directly to Tawau Police Station (IPD 
Tawau), as Inspector Hafiz would like to bring the case officially to IPD Tawau.
 We eventually were taken to the IPD Tawau to lodge two police reports. The 
police then detained all six suspects in the Tawau police station lockup. Tawau 
Chief Police (OCPD) also came to talk to us and met the six suspects involved. 
After that at 11.30pm, the police conducted an urgent meeting regarding this case. 
MCEE Tawau and I were invited.

2th January 2010 (Saturday)
About 8 am, we together with the police as well as K-9 unit dogs and a bomb 
disposal unit, led by Tawau Deputy OCPD, went back to the location where the 
shooting incident occurred to accompany the police for further investigation. This 
case was referred to under the “Weapons and Firearms Act”. The firearm used by 
the illegal settlers was not found, only a used bullet shell was found. Witnesses 
involved told what happened on 01.01.2010 and the police investigated on all 
aspects that day.

3th January 2010 (Sunday)
Precisely at 5:23 pm, Inspector Hafiz from the IPD Tawau Crime Investigation Unit 
contacted me and informed me that they had received a confession from two of the 
six suspects and they will show where the weapon was hidden. The Police asked 
us to accompany them once again because the gun was hidden in bushes in the 
forest reserve where the incident occurred.

4th January 2010 (Monday)
At approximately 8:40 am, I, along with a few of my staff, brought the police to the 
forest reserve to search for hidden weapons. The police brought along the two 
suspects who confessed. At about 9:50 am we arrived at the location. The police 
searched for the firearm with the help of a dog unit and bomb disposal unit, but 
could not find the mentioned weapon. About 11.00 am with the help of our staff, 
the firearm was found. In addition to bekakuk (home-made rifle), eight shotgun 
bullets were found in a plastic bag. The police were satisfied and they continued to 
investigate further on this case.

The conclusion of this case:
After so much challenges and strenuous work of investigating and prosecuting, the 
suspect(s) were finally convicted on the 07th of January 2010 under the Firearms 
Act 1960 and were also convicted on the 30th of June 2010 under the Sabah 
Forest Enactment 1968.
The six suspects were charged and pleaded guilty under Section 20 (1) (c) (i) 
and Section 31, Sabah Forest Enactment 1968. Jail sentence of 6-months was 
imposed on conviction. One of the six suspects had pleaded guilty of shooting at 
the excavator and in possession of illegal firearms without a licence. Jail sentence 
of 8-months was imposed on conviction under the Firearms Act 1960.

Chronological Events Leading To The Shooting At the Contractors At Cenderamata Landau, 
Ulu Kalumpang Forest Reserve On New Year’s Day 2010

– Through the Eyes of DFO Kunak
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(L–R) 1st Jan 2010, suspects pleading to FD and Police Officers not to detain them and tried to get away from the case; 6 suspects together 
with their vehicle were detained and brought to the Bombalai Police Station; and police investigate the shooting area in Ulu Kalumpang FR 
on the next day, 2nd Jan 2010.

(L–R) Using the unit K9 police to search the used bullet within the scene area; spent shell believed to be from the shooting incidence of 1st Jan 
2010; and purposely punctured tyres of contractor's truck.

(L–R) Excavator involved in this criminal case; broken excavator window after being shot at; and seach for weapons on 4th Jan 2010.

(L–R) 2 suspects brought in to locate the weapon used; Police verifying the weapon; and home made gun located.

(L–R) Home-made gun barrel; and a bag of bullets next to the home made gun.

Related Pictures Of The Dangerous Saga



The attractive red flowers of geriting merah, Lumnitzera racemosa from the Combretaceae 
family, found abundantly in the mangroves of Sabah.
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